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CONFIDENTIAL NOUAKCHOTT 0507 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PBOR MOPS MR SS MO AG 

SUBJECT: SAHARA WATCH: MILITARY SITUATIION ON MAURITANIAN FRONT 

1 . GIRM SECURITY FORCES EVACUATED J ORDER OUTPOST OF AIN BEN 
TILI ON FEBRUARY 28 ACCORDING TO SPANISH EMBOFF. POST WAS FIRST 
OVERWHELMED BY POLISARIO/ ALGERIAN TROOPS ON JANUARY 22. 
MAURITANIANS REOCCUPIED FORT ON FEBRUARY 14 (NOUAKCHOTT 365). SECOND 
EVACUATION REPORTEDLY WAS ORDERED DUE TO THREAT OF ATTACK BY 
CONCENTRATED POLISARIO FORCES TO NORTH OF 'AIN BEN TILI IN VICINITY 
OF BIR LEHLOU. SPANISH DIPLOMAT NOTED THAT GIRM FORCES 
PULLED ALL THE WAY BACK TO BIR MOGHREIN. HE ALSO REPORTED THAT 
NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF MAURITANIA BORDERING ALGERIA AND MALI 
CONTAINS NO MAURITANIAN TROOPS AND MUCH OF REGION IS ASSUMED 
TO BE UNDER POLISARIO CONTROL. AT SAME TIME, MAJOR 
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ARE QUIET. 

2. SPANISH EMBOFF SAID AREA AROUND BIR LEHLOU AND 
GUELTA ZEMU INSIDE SAHARA ARE LARGELY IN CONTROL OF 
POLISARIO. MOROCCANS REPORTEDLY ARE CONTINUING PERIODIC 
AIR ATTACKS AGAINST GUELTA ZEMUR, BUT HAVE 

BEEN UNABLE TO DISLODGE POLISARIO. SPANIARD ADDED 
IT IS NOT CLEAR WHO IS HOLDING TIFARITI AT PRESENT 
TIME. HE DESCRIBED DAKHLA AS QUIET, NOTING THAT 
MOROCCANS ARE STILL RUNNING AIRPORT AND PORT FACILITIES. 
IN ADDITION, THERE IS STILL HANDFUL OF 
SPANISH TECHNICIANS IN CITY. ESPECIALLY IN AREA OF 
POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS. 

3. TWO UNITED NATIONS EMPLOYEES VISITED ATAR, CHOUM, 
F'DERICK, AND ZOUIRAT LAST WEEK. THEY REPORTED THAT 
F'DERICK, ZOUIRAT, AND ATAR ARE CALM. ALTHOUGH 
CURFEW IS STILL IN EFFECT IN FIRST TWO TOWNS, IT IS 

NOT RIGOROUSLY ENFORCED. ON OTHER HAND. 

SECURITY FORCES, MOSTLY UNTESTED RESERVES, POSTED 
AT CHOUM TUNNEL AND SPACED OUT ALONG RAIL LINE FROM 
CHOUM TO F'DERICK ARE VERY JITTERY. U.N. OFFICIALS 
CLAIMED THAT SOME UNITS ALONG RAILROADS HAVE 
ORDERS TO SHOOT AT ANYTHING THAT MOVES DURING 
NIGHT. 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE NOT YET BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM 
SECOND EVACUATION OF 'AIN BEN TILL THERE HAS BEEN 
NO SUGGESTION IN MAURITANIAN PRESS THAT GIRM TROOPS 
HAVE PULLED BACK. DURING DISCUSSION IN NOUAKCHOTT 
MARCH 1 WITH DAKAR-BASED DATT, CHEF D ETAT-MAJOR 
ADJOINT DID NOT MENTION THAT GIRM FORCES HAVE 
LEFT BORDER POST.HANDYSIDE 
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